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A writer whose judgment is thus subjugated to his imagination, and 
who paints the character of any historical personage after this fashion, 
will scarcely be regarded anywhere as a trustworthy guide. Yet it is 
just to say that the volume before us bears evidence of careful study, 
that the author's sincerity cannot be questioned, and that a candid 
perusal of his sketch will scarcely fail to modify the common estimate 
of Edward's character. 



9. — 1. Autobiography of the Rev. Dr. Alexander Carlyle, Min- 
ister of Inveresk, containing Memorials of the Men and Events of his 
Time. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1861. 12mo. pp.471. 

2. Reminiscences of Scottish Life and Character. By E. B. Ramsay, 
M. A., LL. D., F. R. S. E, Dean of Edinburgh. From the Seventh 
Edinburgh Edition. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1861. 12mo. 
pp. 297. 

These two volumes have a common object, though composed at very 
different periods, and they should be read together by every one who 
would take a comprehensive view of Scotch character and manners as 
exhibited two or three generations ago. The writers of both are cler- 
gymen, and in each of them we have a rich store of personal recollec- 
tions designed to illustrate a phase of life now become traditional, but 
with which the writers had large opportunities of being acquainted. 
Dr. Carlyle was born in 1722, and during the greater part of his life 
he was minister of a little parish a few miles from Edinburgh. At the 
age of seventy-eight he conceived the design of writing his personal 
history, with notices of his contemporaries, in the belief that he should 
thus rescue from oblivion much that would be of interest to subsequent 
writers. This design he prosecuted with much zeal until his death in 
August, 1805, and he was enabled to bring down his narrative to his 
forty-eighth year. During this period he had been much in the best 
Scotch society, and had become acquainted with Robertson, Hume, 
Ferguson, Adam Smith, and indeed with most of the celebrated men of 
his time in Scotland, beside many of the conspicuous personages in 
England. He studied at Edinburgh and Glasgow, and afterward at 
Leyden, where he met the demagogue Wilkes and the brilliant and ver- 
satile Charles Townshend, both of whom were then young men ; and 
later in life he often went up to London or wandered off on a " ramble " 
with a party of clerical friends. He was thus brought in contact with 
a great variety of characters, and he has recorded his recollections in a 
style, seldom dignified and elegant, but with few exceptions lively and 
entertaining. The early chapters, indeed, relate to very insignificant 
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and uninteresting persons, and are prolix and tedious. But as Dr. 
Carlyle gains practice in writing and proceeds to speak of names more 
familiar to Cisatlantic readers, his reminiscences grow in interest, while 
his style becomes less obnoxious to criticism. At the time of the Por- 
teous Mob he was a student in Edinburgh and was an involuntary 
witness of that memorable affair ; at a little later period he joined the 
Volunteers raised to defend Edinburgh, and was present at the battle 
of Preston Pans, though he took no part in it ; and at other times he 
participated in various celebrated transactions. Of all these he has 
given full accounts, and his Autobiography must be regarded as an 
important contribution to Scotch history, as well as an entertaining col- 
lection of curious anecdotes. The volume has been edited with much 
ability by Mr. John Hill Burton, author of the Life of Hume and of a 
History of Scotland of established reputation, who has added a Supple- 
mentary Chapter, completing the record of Dr. Carlyle's life. 

Dean Ramsay's Reminiscences formed the subject of a lecture pre- 
pared by him in 1850 for delivery to a miscellaneous audience in Edin- 
burgh. The lecture was received with so much favor by his hearers, that 
the writer was induced to print it, and in successive editions it has grown 
to its present size by the addition of new matter in further illustration 
of the original design. In respect to style it is much superior to Dr. 
Carlyle's volume, and it is scarcely less rich in amusing and character- 
istic anecdotes. Dean Ramsay had not only a copious body of personal 
recollections, but his friends and correspondents in different parts of 
Scotland have furnished much material of which he has made a very 
judicious use. The chapter illustrative of " Religious Feelings and 
Religious Observances," in particular, is singularly rich and suggestive, 
and some of the anecdotes in the chapter on " The Old Scottish Do- 
mestic Servant " are also very good. Most of the anecdotes in the 
volume are new to us, and nearly all are worth printing. 



10. — The Home-Life of English Ladies in the Seventeenth Century. 
By the Author of " Magdalen Stafford." London : Bell and Daldy. 
1860. 12mo. pp. 350. 

This unpretending little volume comprises five sketches designed to 
present " a picture of the ordinary interests and pursuits of English 
ladies " in the seventeenth century. Among the women whose lives 
are selected to illustrate the picture are Mrs. Evelyn, Mrs. Godolphin, 
Lady Mary Boyle, afterward Countess of Warwick, Mrs. Baxter, and 
Anne, Countess of Dorset and Pembroke. Beside these women, whose 



